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The University of Montana
NEWS RELEASE

Office of N ew s and Publications
Missoula, MT 59812
(406) 243-2522

April 9, 1992
UM LAW W EEKEND ’92 SET FOR APRIL 23-25
MISSOULA Montana Supreme Court hearings and a program on uniform state laws will be among
the highlights of Law Weekend ’92, set for April 23-25 at The University of Montana.
On April 24, the public can attend two Supreme Court hearings in the Montana
Theatre of the Performing Arts and Radio/Television Center.
The first case, Great Falls Tribune vs. Great Falls Public Schools Board of Trustees,
concerns whether the public has the right to attend meetings of public groups at which
collective bargaining strategy is discussed. The case will be introduced at 10 a.m. and begin
at 10:30 a.m.
The second case, Smith vs. United Parcel Service and Liberty Mutual Insurance Co.,
turns on the question of whether a W orkers’ Compensation insurance carrier is liable for
additional coverage when an employee files a later claim for injury involving a different
employer and insurance carrier. The case will be introduced at 2 p.m. and start at 2:30 p.m.
The continuing legal education program honoring the 100th anniversary of the
National Conference of Commissioners of Uniform State Laws will take place April 24-25 at
the law school.
University of Oklahoma law Professor Fred Miller, a uniform law commissioner and
chair of the Committee on the Uniform Commercial Code, will discuss Uniform Commercial
-more-
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Code revisions. Harry Haines, a principal in the Missoula law firm Worden, Thane &
Haines, will also address the subject.
John McCabe, legislative director of the uniform state law group, will cover family
law codes dealing with subjects like premarital agreements, enforcement of support, and
rights of terminally ill people.
University of Georgia law Professor and uniform law Commissioner Richard Wellman
will join G reat Falls lawyer Bjame Johnson in discussing estate planning and practice under
the Uniform Probate Code. Johnson is a principal in the Church, Harris, Johnson &
Williams firm.
Dwight Hamilton, president of the uniform state law group, will also take part in the
program.
"Montana ranks first in the nation in the adoption of uniform state laws," notes UM
law school Dean Martin Burke. "Many people who comment on state codes identify
Montana’s code as one of the nation’s most modem ... as a result."
Other weekend events will include a reunion of the classes of 1942, 1952, 1957, 1967
and 1982 and the traditional Barristers’ Ball.
For more information, call the law school at 243-4311.
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